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Mural Over the Grape Stomping Vat 
Kristie Butterwick, 1981 
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1. Swallows greet Fr. Serra’s arrival into the Capistrano Valley 

2. Gaspar de Portola, his Mexican Lance is of forged iron of the late 18th Century and his saddle was made by a large sheet of 

leather stretched over a wooden form. 

3. Father Serra carries an olive branch. The gray robes of the Franciscans were tied with rope and knotted three times. He 

carries a cross staff inscribed with a Byzantine crucifix and his sandals are Mexican in style. 

4. The flag represents the Spanish empire’s official entry into California. The bearer’s leather jacket was worn by the soldiers. 

The dried gourd with corncob stopper was used for carrying water. 

5. Father Palou, historian, records the expedition activities. 

6. A Mexican Indian feeds his burro. His serape is from Guatemala and his beads are jade. 

7. Seeds and cuttings for agricultural experimentation. The basket is a Native American style and the rabbit, which represents 

the moon, is an Aztec design. 

8. Miguel Costanso was the first surveyor to explore California. He uses a simple scope to view the landscape and, at his side, 

is the Astrolabe used for navigation. 

9. A soldier carries farm tools and the San Juan Capistrano branding iron. He wears the Spanish conquistador helmet and 

carries a knife in his boot. 

Description provided by Mary 

Susa 

Pictures provided by Charlie 

Heizman 

Editor’s Note:  This mural was 

covered and replaced with a 

vineyard scene before 2000 
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10. A native couple from California are defined by their face paint. The painted symbols are from the Mojave dessert. As he speaks, the 

words are seen as symbols from Azteca Hieroglyphs. She carries a wildcat bag and wears glass beads of the type given to the natives 

by the Spanish. 

11. Sergeant Ortega was the pathfinder of the expedition. He and his men are scouting for a path down to the valley where Trabuco and 

San Juan creeks meet before emptying into the ocean. Behind him, Native American designs are on the cliffs and a cave which may 

relate to Native American rites. 

12. Throughout California numerous native villages were thriving when the Spanish arrived.  Grass huts cluster around sacred trees and 

cooking fires and steam rises from a brush and mud sweat bath. At left, men are preparing a deer for roasting over an open fire.  In 

the center, women prepare meals and children play. In the foreground two native men net fish from the creek and to the right, a 

woman grinds acorns. In the u-per San Juan creek area is another active village. Black grows fly from one village to another 

announcing the Spanish arrival. Native legend has it that crows were messengers. 

13. The Pacific Ocean and migrating gray whales. 

14. The Peninsula of Palos Verdes is seen in the distance. 

15. A representation of the various plants and vegetation in California 



17 



18 



19 



20 



21 



22 



23 



24 

Madeleine “Lenie”  

Gough 

 

President  

June 1983 to June 1984 
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SAN JUAN ESTUARY MURAL – NATIVE AMERICAN ROOM 
 

This mural shows a picturesque view of the Saddleback and San Juan Capistrano 

valleys during the pre-Hispanic period of California history. 

 

In the center panel, three Juaneños are attempting to capture migrating ducks with 

a net, using rocks held in their hands as throwing weights. A decoy (fake) duck sits 

at the waters edge, to attract ducks flying by. 

 

Saddleback Mountain can be seen in the background as well as San Juan and 

Trabuco Creek empting their fresh water into the estuary which forms Dana Point 

Harbor to the central portion of the present day city of San Juan Capistrano.  This 

ecology has been greatly altered in modern days. 

 

A native village is visible to the left and a grinding rock (gossip rock) is illustrated 

below. To the right can be seen a Juaneño rock shelter containing a family seeking 

protection from the rain.  Also, with his back to us, we see a Juaneño religious man 

(medicine man) talking to his people. 

 

Notice the swallow’s nests on the roof of the shelter as well as rock art, some of 

which were found near Laguna Beach. 

 

Pre-Mission inhabitants of the valleys were of the Ahachamai band of Native 

Americans.  Their name was later changed to Juaneño, reflecting their association 

with San Juan Capistrano Mission. 

 
This mural was painted by David Barton Johnson in 1984. 

 

 

 
Editor’s note:  This description was provided by Lee Heizman.  This mural still exists, but it was covered 
by a new mural in late 2014. 

See next 2 pages 
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